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Remarks on MattuHew, xxvii. 24. 
( Concluded.) | 


| 

The declaration of Christ, therefore, was an ex-| 
pression of pity, instead of a sentence of condemna-| 
tion. The word in the original, which is translated 
wo in this passage, is ovas. and is the same word, 
which is translated alas,six times in Rev. (8th chap. 
10th 16th,and 19th verses. The word alas,according 
to Dr. Johnson,is derived from the French, helas,— 
and the Dutch,eylaes. A word of pity, when used 
of other persons. A word of sorrow and concern, 
when used of things. 

Thus saith the Lord God; * Smite with thins 
hand, and stamp with thy foot, and say, las! for 
all the evil abominations of the house of Israel” 
EzekieEL. 

The word wo, is derived from the Saxon. And is 
an expression, denoting grief,—surrow,—misery,— 
calamity, &c. 

Wo ws me for my hurt, my wound is grevious. 
Jeremiah. 

It must occur to even a superficial observer, that 
the cause of our opponents is,in their own estima- 
tion, aliwost a forlorn hope; for those who would 
revel in damnation, and riot in misery, quietly to 
resign their banquet, and with a single victim at 
tempt to satiate their voracious maw, is, at least, an 
humble acknowledgroent ov their part. that rather 
thau give up their prejudices, they would retain 
them, if but one soul couid be sacrificed onthe sltar 
of their hopes, and the blood of one victim spr skle 
with uuhallowed vengeance their murderous escut- 
cheon ! 

Our opponents, to obtain any thing like evidence 
io favour of their hypothesis from our Saviour’s de- 
claration to Judas, must prove, that a natural birth 
er existence in this mode of being is absolutely 
necessary to an ertstence in, and enjoyment of hea- 
ven. This proved, and it would then be evident, 
that the evils and pain Judas suffered in this lif, 
would be more than counterbalanced by the joys of 
heaven and eternal life; and that Judas had better 
endure this, than to have had no existence. This, 
however, if proved, would avail them nothing 
Christ di! not say, it would have been better for 
Judas if he had never been born,—Christ said, it 
had been good for Judas, if he had not (in the past 
tense) been born. if Judas had been born 600 years 
ago, Which would have been 1200 years posterior to 
the time he was born, he could not have erento his 
Lord and Master It is presumed, the fact will not 
be disputed, that nearly, if not quite one half of the 
human race dte in infancy, and are, as respects their 
knowledge of God, or any thing they could do 
velative to their salvation, or any part they take in 
the concerns of this world, as though they had 
“never been born” How many infants die imme- 
diately, on breathing the air, and if it were necessa- 
ry for them to dive in this mode of being to fit them 
for heaven, is it not manifest, that their ezis- 
fence for the moment, and their creation, is altoge- 
ther useless? It must be evident, even to a superfi- 
vial observer, that the continuance of human life in 
this mode of being, is only to prepare a body ; and 
the fact, that one half of our race die in infancy, is 
an unanswerable argument in favour of the declara- 
tion, that it would © have been good for Judas if he 
had NEVER been born ;” but, like thousands, had 
never seen the light of this world. Had the mo- 
ther of Judas been precipitated into the ocean, ons 
day previous to the time of his birth, she would 
have been his grave; and he would have “ been 
(see Jub, 3d chap.) quiet, he would have slept; and 
had then been at rest, with kings and counsellors of 
the earth,” &e., where the “ wicked cease from 


cursed the day of their birth. “ Wherefore, (says) 
the prophet,)came 1 forth out of the womb to see 
labour and sorrow, that my days should be cousum-| men for that allAave sinned,” and to contend that 
ed with shame.” No wonder that Christ, who! the infant of one minute of age,who only breathes,and 
wept over Jerusalem, should commiserate the | groans, and dies, is by its own personal sins in the 
situation of Judas, and say, alas, rman, good | body, identified with guilt, and subjected to death, is 
were il for him if he had not been fon Solomon ABSOLUTELY FALSE! And it contradicts the 
suid, (see Ecclesiastes, 6th ch p )* If a man beget an| Uiequivoeal and positive testimony of Seripture, 
hundred children, and live many years, so that the} which says, “ But God commendeth his love to- 
days of his years be many, and his soul be not filled) Ward us, in that while we were yet sinners Christ 
with good, and also that he have no burial; I say.|died forus.” If we were sioners when Christ died, 
an untinely birth is better than he.” ~~ Solomon|” 1800 years ago,”’—and if death passed upon al/ 
was declared by God to be wise ; his declaration, | men,(not because they would in future sin, after they 
which we have quoted, was written for the use and | are born) for all have (in the past tense) sinned, we 


personal earthly nature is meant, we answer,—the 
Seriptures intorm us, “ that death passed upon all 








iastruction of mankind; aud the case instanced is 
cuminon to mao,—ior where shall we find a man, 
whose soul is filled with good ? Even Job, and Jere- 
miah, according to Solomon, would uot in their 
own persons have lost auy thiug, had they “ never 
been born.” Aud Judas, in a particular manner 
suffered, by betraying Christ Svlomon declares, 
that “all is vanity and vexation of Spirit;” and 
sks, * For who knoweth what is good for man in 
this life, all the days of his vain life wnich he spendeth 
isa shadow?” And Paul declares, “* The creature 
was made subject to vanity, not willingly,” &c., and 
that “the creature SHALL be delivered from the 
buudage of corruption,” &e. The pre-eristence of 
man is a fact, which of necessity flows from the 
premises of our opponents, and they, with all their 
orthodory, cannot get by it Deny this conclusion, 
and what will you do with your premises? Deny 
this conclusion, and you sap the very foundation of 
your hopes, and destroy your own systems! Adam, 
and Christ, are in the Scriptures put parallel; and 
it is declared, “* For as in Adam all die,—even so in 
Christ shall all be made alive!” If you deny this, 


are culpable for your infidelity, you have at least one 
claim,—you are consistent! The most superficial 
observer on reading this 15th chap. to the Cor 
must see, that Paul predicates every thing relative to 
a certainty of eternal life, on the resurrection of 
Christ from the dead. And Paul declares, that 


deny the whole, and prove to the world, that if you} 





Christ was seen after his resurreetion, by more than 


ask, is i not an outrage upon every principle of 
cummon sense, to deny the pre-existence of the 
soul’ It is,;—aid the conclusions which are contend- 
ed for by the world, would of necessity destroy our 
future existence ; for, “even so,” says Paul, shall 
they be made alive in Christ. Therefore, it follows, 
that if man had no existence or being in, and with 
Adam, in his, Adam’s sin and fall,—they will have 
no existence or being in the life in Christ. And the 
ub-urdity is as great in one case as the other,—for 
to die in Adam without losing life, and to be made 
alive w Christ, without gaining life, is absurd be- 
yond description,—and to lose life, without losing 
consciousuess of that mode of being, or life, and to 
be made alive,without coming to the consciousness of 
the mode of being, or life, is equally absurd Judas, 
therefore, was a sinner, before he was born into this 
mode of earthly existence in his own person, by 
which he betrayed Christ. And this restoration to 
a sinless state, is as certain, as the word of God can 
make it. The declarations of Christ, relative to the 
salvation of Judas, independent of any, and all 
other testimony, is incontrovertible,—nay more,— 
the man, let him be whom he will, who shall at- 
teunpt to invalidate this testimony, destroys his own 
hopes of salvation; fur if Judas is never to be re- 
stored, the evidences in favour of the salvation of 
vthers are invalidated also. This 26th chap. of 
Matt. which is considered to contain evidence of 
the eternal damnation of Judas, declares, that Christ 
sat down with the teelve,-—* And as they were eat- 


five hundred at one time. Paul deelares, * If Christ) ing, Jesus took bread, and blessed it, and brake if, 
he not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your aud gave it to the disciples, and ‘said, Take, eat ; 
sins!” It is, therefore, the resurrection of Christ} thisis my body. And he took the eup, and gave 
which justifies the world; agreeably to Paul's de- | thanks,and gave ito them, siying, Drink ye ALL of” 
claration to the Romans, that “ he rose again for|i; For this is my blood of the New Testament, 
our justification.” ‘There is a fact stated, which is| which is shed for many (not for a few) for the remis- 
true,—our faith has nothing to do with our justifiea-|sion of sins. But Tsay unto you, I will not drink 
tivn; for if our faith could justify, the fact of the | henceforth of this fruit ofthe vine,until that day when 
resurrection of Chri-t would not have any thing toil drink it new with you inmy Father's kingdom, 
do with us,--and Christ having risen,we are justitied,| &e. Then said Jesus unto them. All ye shall be of 

whether we believe it or not. Was Judas justified | fended because of me this night: for it is written, 
by the resurrection of Christ? If you say he had| 1 will smite the Shepberd,ind the sheep of the flock 
no part nor lot in the matter.—we answer,—* Jesus) shall be scattered abroad.” We vow osk, Did not 
by the grace of God, tasied death for EVERY | Judas eat of this bread, and drink of this cup, and 
MAN!” If you say, the sin of Judas was too great| did not Christ declare, “ This is my body, and this iz 
to be pardoned,—we an-wer,—Paul declares, that| my blood 2” sdus. He did. And Christ likewise de 

he himself was the chief of sinners ; that he perse-}clared, see John, oth chap. Sdth verse, “ Whoso 
cuted the Christians even unto death ; and Christ) eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eter- 
declared, “ inasmuch as ye have done it unto them,| ual life; and 1 will raise bim up at the last day” 
my brethren, ye have done it unto me!” [itis ob | Did not Judas eat? Ans. He did ! His salvation, 
jected, that Judas sinned and died, before the resur-| therefore, 1s secured by the positive declaration oi 
rection of Christ,—we answer,—* The blood of | Christ; “ Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my 
Jesus cleanseth from all sin!” The reader is request. | words shall not pass away,” said the Kedeemer ot 


ed again to attend to the declaration of Paul,— 
“ For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ, shall all 
be made alive” Even so,—How? Ans. Precisely 
to the extent they died in Adam, shall they be made 
alive in Christ! They,—Whom? Ans. Ail who died 
m Adam! Did Judas die in Adam? Let Paul an 
swer,—" The whole creation groaneth and _ tra- 


vaileth together in pain until now!” If it is object- 





troubling,” &c. Both Jub and Jeremiah the prophet, 


ed, that by dying t2 Adam, only dying in our own 


the world! Heaven and earth, therefore, shall pass 
away, but the salvation of Judas is secured by the 
word which shall never pass away, but shall be fulfil- 
led! Relative to the ; et of criminality on the 
part of Judas, we think the world generally are too 
much prejudiced to give a candid bearing, orto de 

cide with candour. There is a strange incongruity 
in the opinions of mankind, relative to the merits of 
the twelve disciples. Repentaat Peter is eulogized, 








Yd 


and his tears are cousidered an indubitable proof of ; 
his goodness —while repentant Judas is damned, and 
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tain; Judas had no intention of betraying his Master 
to the death—and when he found his life was in dan- 


| 


settled, that,to have knowledge of the world, it my 
be derived by us through the medium of its spirit 


his undescribable, aud insupportable anguish, is pro-| ger, the reflection that he had, though unintention- | and also, to have kuow ledge of God.who is a Spirit 


duced as evidence of his wickedness and depravity | 


ally contributed to this danger, filled him with in | 


it must be by, and through the » edium of the sam, 


We believe that sacred nor profane history dor 5} supportable anguish ; and his conduct in this emer-| Prool, * W bat man knows th the things of a map 
not record our event, which is more distorted and) gency, is an example of faithful attachment to his) save the spirit of man Which is in him? Even se thy 


misconstrued than the ene in question. 


been the blindaess whieh prejudice has created, that | tanee, sincere us destructive, aud worthy the example | God.” 
igo to the next. 


the chief priests and rulers, who were the real mur | 
derers of Christ, have eseaped with a gentle repri-| 


with opprobriun. 
we are the eulogists of Judas. Let the conduct of 
the twelve disciples speak for themselves. ‘The | 
Scriptures shall decide, and give to every one his) 
proper character. it is related, in the vith chap. of | 
Mark, 29th verse, and this 2oth chap. of Matt. doth} 
verse, of Peter, that he told Christ, “ Although ali} 
shall be offended, yet will not 1!" And when Jesus 
gatd uote him, “Thou shalt deny me,” &c. he spake 
more vehemently, “If I should die with thee, 1 wiil 
not deny thee in any wise. Likewise, so said they 
all.” The Evangelists inform us, that the same Pe 
ter, and that very night too, denied Chirist, aod con- 
firmed his denial with oaths. © ‘They all forsook 
him and fled!!!" Where was Judas 2 Was he de 
nying his Master? Let the Seripture speak tor it- 
self.—See Mat. xxvii. chap. Ist, and 3d ver. * When 
the morning was come, all the chief priests and el- 
ders of the people took counsel against Jesus to put | 
him to death. Theo Judas, which had betra_ ed | 
him, when he saw (where was Peter and the other! 
disciples in this moment of their Master’s peril: )! 





that he was condemned, repented himself, and 
brought again the thirty pieces of silver to the chet 
priests and elders, saying, J have sinned, in that t) 
have betrayed innocent blood. And they said, | 
“What ts that to us?) See thou to that!” Let the, 
calumniators of Judas copy his example; vay,| 
more—let them lay their hands upon their breasts, | 
and ask themselves, individually—Have | repented | 
and confessed my sins? Have L returned all my un- 
just exactions, and not kept that which belougs to 
another ? If not, Jam behind Judas in humility, and | 


aud approbation of a GvinvyY worLp!!! 


Such has! Lord, of ardent devotion to his cause, and a repen | things of God knoweth no mano, but the Spirit o} 


It this point is satisfactorily settled, we w 
Adinitting man to be thus far eo, 


NVole.—it bas been objected, that Judas hanged | stituted, knowing nothing of the world, but by the 
mand ; while the calumniated Judas, the only man| himself; and boing a self. murderer, he, by his last! spirit of the world; nor et God, but by his Spiriy 
who had courage or principle sutlicieot to induce | act, derogated fron his repentance, however sincere [cau he hav ea revelation of the things of the Worid 
him to appear Sor the defi nee of Christ, and testify | ‘To this, we answer; —The Scriptures do not say that! without first having the spirit ot the worlds or 4 
to his innocence,is loaded with invective, and crushed | Judas hanged himself Vhe translators of the Serip-| revelation of the things of God, Without possessing 


Let it not be understood, that] tures are the authors of this declaration ; and their) the Spirit of God + 


prejudices undoubtedly misled them. We have 
two inotives for clearing up this question, namely— 
a Wish to do justice to Judas, and free his memory 
rom an unmeried obloguy,—and to show the con- 
sislencyoi the Scriptures, which this erroneous Wrans- 
lation has destroyed ! 

Matt. xvii. 6s —* Whose offendeth one of these 
littie ones, &c.,it were better for him that a millstone 
were hanged about his neck,” &e. The word in ih: 
original, which is translated hanged, is xgeuac6n. 
(suspended.) lu xxvii. chap. Sth verse, speaking of 
Judas, * And he east down the pieces of silver in 
the temple, and departed, and weot and hanged 
himself.” ‘The word here translated hanged, is 
acnygato, (suffocated ) 

iu Luke xix. 48 —* For all the people were very 
attentive to hear him,” in the original, &exgeuaro, 
(they hanged on him) xxiii. 39. * And one vi the 
Maieiators which were hanged,” &e ,in the original, 


~gruactertav, (suspended.) Acts v. 30 “ ‘The God 


) Ul our laltuers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew, and 


hanged ow a tree ;’—in the original, xgepacartes, 
(suspenuded.) Ot Judas, i. chap 1g. * Now this man 
purchased a field with the reward of iniquity ; and 
Jalling headiong, he burst asunder in the midst, ana 
all bis bowels gushed out.” The original, tenvys 
translated headlong, conveys the idea, that Judas, 
leaning forward, iost his balance, fell, and was bro 
ken with the fall—he durst—was dushed and broken. 
is it reasonable to conceive, that the Evangelists 
should declare, that Judas fell down, if, instead o1 


Certainly not. Fora relating 
might with as much propriety, be given to a dead 
tuan of the things of the world, as to a man destitute 
of its spirit. So likewise, a revelation cooecerning 
the knowledge of Gog, and his requirings of nan, is 
unavailing, unless he is divinely animated or inspired 
by his Spirit. 

Betore we proceed to draw conclusions from thes: 
premises, let us inquire into the vature and office oi 
these spirit® ‘That of the world seems to be the frst, 
that man asa mortal creature knows any thing of, 
and constitu‘es the first man, or Adam. His first 
birth or creation, is that of the earth, compounded of 
the elements, from whence he has bis animal life [i 
it needs prvof, we will mention, “ That is not first, 
which is spiritual, but thal which is natural, and af 
terwards that which is spiritual.” And the office oi 
this spirit is not merely to animate the body, as is 
common with other animals, but to answer a great 
and glorious purpose, by obedience to that Spirit ot 
inspiration of the Almighty, which giveth it an un 
derstanding in the things of God, that it may there- 
by be regenerated and boru again, net of corruptible, 
but of incorruptible seed, even through the operatior 
of the Spirit of God : it may be a partaker of His 
divine pature, so that this first spirit, or old man 
Adam, or earthly nature, may be put off; that is, 
brought nie subjection to the new man, Christ Je- 
sus, the second Adam, the Lord from heaven, a di- 
vine quickening Sj iit put op, aud hence, tha: which 
is earthly changed into the Image of the heavenly, 
its only end of creation. 

Ana that Spirit which is from God being in Serip- 





fess just than him!!! Judas did all he could to pre- Jading, be had been suspended, or hanged? ‘They jture contradistinguished from that which constitutes 
serve the lite of his Lord and Master; and it Would | “ere not at a loss lor proper words to express them- | (he first Adans. is called the second Adam, the Lord 
be doing injustice to his memory, to say, that he | selves, as the passages we have quoted prove, ob) from heaven, a quiche Ling Spirit, Ke.; whose office 
would not have saved him, had it been 1 his power. | other occasions. Pherefore, Revelation, reason and | is that of Redeemer, toefivet that change in the natu- 
Alas! for poor Judas, it would, indeed, * have been |charity, authorize this conclusion, and no other, ral man, or first Adam, whieh will redeem hin from 


good for him, if he had not been bora.” And it = 
not only uncharitable, but unjust and inhuman, to 
brand him with appellations of ignominy and re- 
proach, and let the real murderers of Christ go tree. 
“ They took counsel together against Jesus, to put 
him to death.” Judas, the distracted, repentant Ju- 
das, took counsel with his heart, bleeding with affee- 
tion for his Lord, to save his life! How great the 
contrast—how undeserved the blame! It is a fact, 
that not one of the disciples of our Lord believed in 
him, uotil after his resurrection. “They trusted it 
had been him (Christ) which should have redeemed 
Israel.” See Luke, 24th chap. 2tst verse. They 
even disputed among themselves, see Luke 220 
chap. 24th verse, which of them should be account- 
ed the greatest, in this temporal kingdom, whieh 
they supposed Christ was going to establish ; and 
this at table, after receiving the bread and wine at his 
hands, of the intention of which, they were at the 
time perfectly ignorant. It has been well observed, 
that Judas, witnessing the power of Christ mani 
fested in the miracles which he wrought, and be 
lieving that he could free himself from the power of 
the chief priests at pleasure, indulged an avaricious 
disposition, and, as he thought, at the expense of 
the chief priests; whe would give him money for 
delivering Jesus into their hands. and they lose their 
money, &e. And this is more than probable. when 
it is considered that the power of raising to life the 
dead—feeding thousands upon provisions, which 
would not on common oceasions satisfy 50 men 
commanding the winds and waves te be still, and be 
obeyed. Surely this power was more than suffi 
cient to subvert the efforts of a handful of soldiers, 
or even defeat the largest armies! One thing is cer- 





‘lin the cause of his own death! 


That Judas, finding all his efforts to free his Lora | 
aud Master from the murderous priests and elders, 
and receiving trom them a declaration, tantamount 
to a positive exposition of their cruel purpose, and 
finding that Jesus, either did not, or could not, save 
himseif trom them—this feelings overpowered him, 
and he fell headlong, either from the entrance into 
the Temple, or Hall of Justice, when he was retarn- 
ing. Probably, on * casting down” the money, &c., 
vn coming out, he fell and died! It is remarkable, 
that the account in Acts, i. and 18, mention Judas 
as being the purchaser of the field, &c. ; but the ori- 
ginal will not justify us in supposing, that he was in 
any manver the voluntary cause of his own death 
The field was purchased by order of the chief 
priests, for a burial place ; and being purchased with 
money which was possessed by Judas, it was called 
his purchase ; although it was net bought by him, 
nor by the priests, until after his death. We repeat 
it,—the phraseology is remarkable, and settles this 
question completely. For Judas, although deseri- 
bed as acting in the purchase of the field, is passive, 


—-— 
COMMUNICATIONS, 


INFIDELITY CONSIDERED. 

If it is taken for granted that man’s organization 
is such, that he is capable of knowing things spiritual, 
as well as things temporal, let us ask ourselves, whe- 
ther, from this construction merely, we can know 
any thing, either of temporal or spiritual things ; that 
is, Without having them applied to our senses ? The 
answer will be, no. Then, in both cases, the point is 





his corrupt or earthiy nature, into its own likeness. 
As saith Christ, Lani the Light of the world. He 
that fulloweith me. shall have the light of bie. And 
as saith the Lord by his hely Prophet, “bk will 
also give thee for a Light to the Gentiles, that 
thou mayest be my salvation unto the ends of the 
earth.” 

Now, if this view of man is correct, that he is con 
sttuted of the first earthly spirit, and made a reci- 
pient of the second, which is heavenly and Divive, 
and that the first is to serve the second. that it may 
be regenerated and bern again of incorruptible seed, 
and se made an heir of the kingdom of heaven—l 
say, if this view is correct, let us pass on to conside: 
the subj et of infidelity. 

A true believer in God is no infidel, but to whom 
this faith is Wauting, it may be said, * T'hou art the 
man.” 

An ImparTiauis?. 
(To be continued.) 


REMARKS. 

The observations of our correspondent, relative to 
the Spirit of God, in contradistinetion to the spirit of 
man, which is of the carth, and the great and glori- 
ous purpose to be effected by God’s Spirit, in the 
salvation of the world, &c., are certainly praise w or- 
thy—we however remark, that his quotation, see 
| Cor. 15th chap 46th ver. Howbeit, that was not 
first which is spiritual, &e ,is applied by Paul to the 
resurrection, &c. It is the natural, or corrupt body, 
which Paul describes as natural ; and which is to be 
raised a spiritual body, which Paul describes at 
spirtual, &e. 
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For the Gospel Heratd. jit is absolutely necessary to know what we require) for the meat that endureth unte everlasting life.’ 

Dir. Epiror,—Seeing the belief so stubbornly a Saviour tor, before we investigate his missivn to! Again, “Af ye koow these things, happy are ye if 
snd so unreaso iably persisted in, (1 make no distine- See whether itis condibonal, or unconditional, For! yedo them.” Aud again, * Exe epta man be born 
tion between Cacvousm and .drminianism, both ac- if itis your opinion, that Christ came to restore us in, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” 
oording to my couceptions are alike absurd and non- | from the fall and guilt of Adai’s transgression, al | ive first birth is positively deeiared to be earthly, 
sensicai)thatthe Eternal Creator and Pareut of man, that you can say respecting the attributes of God. | aud pershable 5 the second, beaventy and incorrup- 
will doom a portion of those to whom he bas and the divine quaiiiies of bis nature, in favear oi} ble for there isa natural body, aud there is a 
voluntarily given existence, to never-ending turment the doctrine of ¢ miversal salvation by Christ, will) -piritual body; but that was not fir t which ts spi- 
after death, t feel it incumbent on me to defend and apply with equal force ageturt the doetrme of he | itual; but that which ts natural, and alterward, that 
yindicate his character, and his eternally good inten-/Teditary guilt; for when yo have enumerated all| shichis spiritual. Now, who are they that enter 
tions towards every individual of the buman race | YoU hnow respecting the atiributes of God, and Ins with Christ iato the kingdom by the second birth ? 
Therefore, | hold that the unchangeableness and finite powcr, and applied them with all the force j.ins. “ Ye that have followed me in the regenera- 
eternal perfection of God's knowledge, will for avd euergy that is witiin the sphere of human | tien did all comply with the condition. Did he not 
ever stand as an unanswerable demonstration that "easen, in favour ef the doctrine of unconditional) weep over Jerusaiem, saying, “ How often would [ 
the Christian doctrine of damnation is an absolute Yestoration trom the fali of Adam by Jesus Clirist,|iave gathered you, &e. but ye would vot?” Much 
fie, aud entitled to no credit. 1 am vot more firmly those very attributes will speak in as loud a maaner, | imore might be added, but | must proceed to answer 
persuaded that there is a God, than | am, that the and de clana with equal authority, agatast the doc |seme of the most striking remarks of my an ao 
above proposition is true, and an undeniable reality, ine of hereditary guilt. For if the attributesot} ist. First, you say, that “ If man’s salvation is 
And what I shall advanee in the following lines i the Deity will not suffer him to let any perish in |conditional, and that man can do nothing towards 
support of it, 1 challenge all who credit so bl.sphe- Cousequence of Adam’s transgression, the same | jis silvotion, involves it the strange absurdity of a 
mous and God-dishooouring a doctrine to disprove. | alibutes would sooner have prevented the trans- cause, which can produce no effect 2?” Ans. This is 
i therefore, thus commence,—God is an eternally , Sression itself. This is plain unto every philosophi- | ood logie. But Lhave not said, that man ean do no~ 
good, self-existent, unchangeable, and infinitely w ise | eal mind ; but to render it more plain, Lt will illus- | thing towards his salvation. 1 say, that man was 
Being,—Consequeutly, if he is ieficitely eeise, he | trate it by a figure. placed upon the earth to work out his own salva- 
can make no advaucement in knowledge 3 aud if he| The attributes of God would sooner have pre-|tion with fear and trembling. “ Faith without 
aan make no advancement in knowledge, he is aad ETH poison from being infused into the cup ol} works is dead: Are not these conditions! If we 
fect in knowledge—and if he is periect in know-|’ hien Adam drank, by an arbitrary and tyr sovical| hear Christ’s sayings, and do them not, will not our 
ledge, he Knows that an event will take place, before | ¢Xertion of his power, then by an arbitrary and des j building come to desolation 2 Again, if we do them, 

} 
| 





it does take place’ He knows to-day, what will take Potical -urpicol operation through the medium ofJe | shail we not be likened unto the wise man that built 
place to-morrow. He has not to wait to be ac-| ust hris ,tu ds siroy the effi cts thereot in him and hs/upona rock ? Again,you reply, “ To say that salva- 
qutainted with events, till the revolutions of this! posterity. Now ifyou believe with me.that we are not | tion is conditional, and that man can do something, 
earth make him acquainted with them, which is the Cootamimated with the guillof Adam’s transgres-|and help to save himself, is taking the glory of salva- 
eoly way in which man receives all his knowledge, | Sion, you cannot devise means for a Saviour to be|tion from God, and assiguing it to man.” ns. It 
‘Therefore, the evident and indisputable inference | applied unto mankind in any other sense, than that! contributes more unto the glory of God, to bold 
s, that as God's knowledge is perfect, and his de- of a s¢ ed, by which generated Adam is regenerated ;/ forth the giftol eternal life unto all mankind, invit- 
signs and intentious eternally consistent, he knew @od_ if this will involve questions and contradict ing them by the alluring enchantments of celestial 
before he made man, whether he would act in time, festamony, (as you have remarked,) be pleased te | nature, to come unto the royal banquet, ‘and upon 
« a> to involve himself in never-ending torment Stow Wherein ; aud if ye say, that we require a Sa- | these easy conditions, only to puton « wedding gar- 
after death, or not. And if he did absolutely know,! ¥iur to res ore us from hereditary guilt, | pledge | ment, and érim their lamps, than by a despotical and 
that man by his acting, in time,would involve himself, myself to retute this opinion, by the authority of tyrannical exertion of unlimited ‘power, to force it 
in never eudiag torment after death,being Almighty, the sacred writings. H you say with me, that We }tipen them. Without me, says Christ, ye ean do 
and acting by his own free uncontrolled will, I ask, | quive a Saviour to regeverate us out of the image |nething J, saith Paul, ean do all things through 
Why did he create hin? In answering this question, of our first earthly nature, which ts good, is its pro | Jesus Christ, which strengtheneth me. Aod farther 
God must be made an eternal tyrant, or the doctrine per Sphere, tuto the image of God the Divine Na-| Paul saith, “ Whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory 
of damnation au absolute lie! If, therefore, no Chris- | ture, which ts holy, Lam of a mind. thet | ean prove) of God.” Dean. 
tian believer in God will attempt to prove him an {tis to be conditional, with whieh the Seriptares are | 
eteroal tyrant, | challenge (as above observed) all replete. Is it not the language of the Scriptures | - 
who believe in the doctrine of damnation, to prove | tat man, to his origin,does not possess the image off : The immediate reasons assigned by Friend Deau 
that one single individual of the human race will be God? For we are told, that before the creation of; for his dissatisfaction, which he expresses at our an 
punished alier death, on account of his actions in| he earth, it was without form, and roid ; that man,|swer to his first con muaniestion, are ofa very novel 
this life. Lkauw this viadication will be answered,—| With every living creature, was made of the earth, | complexion—namely, * because ve have not inform- 
but justly, and anequivoeally, Lam persuaded it ean| 4nd all pronounced equally good. Will.4dam be | ed in your remarks upon my communication, whe- 
ver be answered irrefragably. Butam I so fuolish| saved in cousequence of his being pronounced good? ither you believe that we, the descendants of Adam, 
as to believe, that people will give up the idea of the | Surely vot. For the birds of the air, and the beasts | are guilty of his sin. Ye have only traced original 
danaation of their neighbours,—«hy should they,/0f the field, were equally as good ; and created of! -in to ihe devil—neither have you requested me to 
when they think they tind the Bible so full of fire the same substance. Adam was first created of the confirm my first opinion, &e., namely, We have lost 
wnd brimstone 2 But fortunately, the fire and bam- earth, male and female created he them, and called | nothing by Adams transgression,” &e. To this we 
stone they meet with in the Bible, they will never their name Adam in the day that they were crea. [answer ; our correspondent, by looking et his first 
mect with in a future state. God is not the Being, ted; which signifies earthly ; the first man is of the }communication, will find, that Le requested us “to 
they take him to be. ~ earth, earthy, aod speaketh of the earth. ©The |ieform him whet are our sentiments respecting ort- 
Mr. Editor,—if you will give this a place in your | question is, how did Adam obtain the image of God? iginal sin, aud to give our reasons, or tuform him, 
ns. By regeneration efleeted through the medium | whether we wonld receive, and publish his,” &e. In 
of Jesas Christ, the King eternal, immortal, who | addition to our remarks on original sin. we inform- 
only hath immortality, who isthe Word of God,| ed him, that hs communication should be “ publish- 
and with God in the beginning —a Lamb slain from |ed with candenr,” &e. We did not think it neees- 
the foundation of the world, who laid down his| sary to request him to do what he promised; we 
Divine life in Adam. Adam denied his first animal took it for granted that he would, to use his own exe 


ANSWER. 


paper, you will much oblige, 
A Rationauist. 
—>— 


CONTROVERSIAL. 
To the Editor of the Gospel Herald. 


[ feel myself much obliged to you, for publishing | life; suffered this seed, or word, to operate upon | 


my communication; but my remote situation, dis- | his soul, by which the life of God, or image of God, 


tance from the post office, and from the residence! was generated and breethed in him. But before 


of my friend that hath favoured me with mostof the! this Divine image was brought to pe rfection, he 
numbers of theHerald which have appeared hath pre-| transgressed; turved the grace of God into wanton- 
vented me from answering your remerks in due tinte (ness; the Divine image died, was decomposed under 
And to me they are not quite satisfactory, beeause the pains of hell or flaming sword,—there, then, 
ye have not informed in your remarks upon my com | remained nothing but the earthly image, which was 
munication, whether ye believe the descendants of dust; and unte dust did return; and this dust unte 
Adam are guilty of his sin, or,in other words, con-| the eternal voides of utter darkness. fn like man 
taminated with his guilt, or with a seed of sin, pro-|ner, has Clirist died, and laid down his life in every 
pagated from him to his posterity in such a manner,) man under heaven. He is called « pearl of great 
as to render them sinners, or place them in a greater! price in every man’s field. This ts the condition. sell 
capacity of sinning Ye have only traced original all thal thev hast, and purchase ut ;—that is. part 
sin to the devil, and informed thut he is author there. | with thy first birth ; deny thy first life. For if the 


of; which I do not dispute. Neither have you re- worm does not part with its first birth. it never can) 


quested me to confirm my first opinion, mentioned witness the second birth in the imege of the fly. by 


in my communication, namely,—we have lost ne-j regeneration. He also offereth himself as the bie d| 
lout of the tmawe of Scam. or earthly » tore arto the 


thing by Adam's transgression,—the necessity of of eternal life: this is the condition,—eat thereof. 
first settling this subject i 


‘ 


then saw, and yet see, for'that thou mayest live for ever. Again, “ Labour | 


pression, “ ¢ lear away the rubbish,” and we promis- 
ed, likewise, to lerda hand. Relative to the mission 
of Christ. we believe be came to “ sare his peey le 
from their sins—-to seve the world!” Now if his 


people's sins are Adan’s sins. we believe the Seriour 


was necesscry to restore vs from the guilt of Adam, 
—hat net without. What Friend Desa has written 
respecting the uthibules of Deitv, &e.relotive te pre. 
venting the fill of Adam, we think. is at least, in ‘hts 
stage of tt « controversy in Vatrt ofa little evidence 
to prove it to be relevant tothe subiect under diseus- 
son First prove the premises— then drew conetue 
sions. It: ppears teu wthet Fuieod Deon bos shifted 
hi. dress sivee he wrote bis first commumestion, 
See Number 1. pege 78 2d ecolwmm, * For b savs 
Friend Dean, de sinecrely bebeve &e.. second—that 
Ado m end all bis vosterity were ereated ane bern 
under the necessity « Saviour. te regenerste them 


image of God, the [/ieine uature, And the Saviou 


“ 


——* 
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is the seed, by which generated Adam is regenerated. an intention to offend by this declaration. Language 
And this seed was offered unto Adam and all his!is incompetent to express one half our astonishment 


emer , to receive, or reject, at pleasure.” Now, | at such sTKANGE premises and conclusions. We 


‘riead Dean says, * Lf you believe with me, that w 
require a Saviour to regenerate us out of the image 
of our first earthly nature, which ts good, is its proper 
sphere, into the image of God, the Divine nature, 
which is holy, (Quere If man was made good, and 
in his proper sphere, if he is altered, ie must be bad, 
and in an improper sphere!) Lam of a mind, that | 
can prove this to be conditional, with which the 
Scriptures are replete” Pray how is this’? Good 
men requiring a Saviour, to sive them trem their 
proper sphere—good inen altered, and that alieration 
proceeding from a necessity beyond their control, 
and anterior too, to their existence, and this necesst- 
ty, itself, couditional as to its quality, depending on 
the pleasure of men, and their salvation conditional 
too, when its necessity existed prior to their exist- 
ence ? Why, Friend Dean! Where art thou? 
Surely the Seriptures, which declare thot “* Mao was 
made uprizht, but sought out miny inventions,’ jus 
tify the conjecture, that thou art verily bewildered 
in a maze of inventions! What, we ask, could 
Friend Dean intend by the following mterrogatory 
—*Is it net the language of the Seriptures, that 
man, in his origin.does (or did) not possess the tmage 
of God? For we are told, that before the creation 
of the earth, it was withoul form, and void; Uhat man, 
with every living creature, was made of the earth, 
and all pronouseed equilly good!’ We declare, 
that we do net adit thes as evidence, for two rea- 
90 13—frsl, it is contrary to the Scripture ; for the 
Scripture does not say that God pronounced “ every 
living creature equally cood,’—but the Scripture 
does say, that God made man in hisimage See Gen. 
1. chap. 26, and 27th verses. Second—The reason 
assigned by our correspondent is very unreasonable ; 
for we are told, that before the creation of the earth, 
it was without form, and void,” &e. Now, if Friend 
Dean could prove, that man was made of the earth 
before the earth wis created, and while it was with- 
out form, and void, we think there would be a Little 
reason in his hypothesis ; and if he could prove, that 
man was” without form, and void,” afler he was 
made, there would, we think, be a great deal of rea- 
soa in his hypothesis, and very little in the Scrip 
res!) This, however, he has not been able to d>. 
Our correspondent’s next interrogatory, is, in our 
opinion, clearly an illegitimate yr one Will 
Adam be saved in consequence of his being pronoun- 
eed good ?” He answers, “ Surely not”—true, nor 
damned neither! He again interrogates—* The 
vestion is, How did Adam obtain the image of 
od ”” and answers, “hy regeneration, ellected 
through the medium of Jesus Christ,” &e &e. But. 
wonderful to relate, “ before this Divine image was 
brought to perfection, he transgressed ; turned the 
ce of God into wantonness, (Quere. Is the grace 
of God the image of God ?) the Divine taage was 
pecomPposen under the pains of HELL!!!" We 
regret, very much, Friend Dean, that you did not 
inform us, how you became possessed with this infor- 
mation! Our correspondent certainly has claims to 
originality of expression, if not to correctness in sen- 
fiment. We really do not know how to proceed.— 
this is a neve case, and is altogether oul of our line! 
Aad unfortunately, too, for us, the Scriptures do not 


think it unnecessary to discuss any turther this sin- 
gular production, than to observe, that declarations 
without prouf, of the complexion of the following, 
can be of no advantage to the WRireR, or KRADER. 
* He, (Christ,)is called a pears of great price 
in every man’s field,” ke &e. &e. 


wala 
Remarks on Hebrews, x. 9, 10. 


“ Then said be, Lo, [ come, to do thy will, O God 
He taketh away the first, that he may establish the 
second, by which will we are sanctified, through the 
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” 
Here is a positive declaration, that we are sanctified, 
the manner of which is explained,—the time is 
specified, for it was when the body of Christ was 
offered, And if is declared, that we are sanctified 
by the will of God. And Paul corroborates this, 
ta the Lith verse, * For by one offering he hath per- 
lfected fur ever them that are (net these who will 
lsanctify themselves in future) sanctified.” Let un- 


believers, Who contend that mankind are not created 


l anew in Christ, look at this,——we are holy and with- 
lout blame in him,—not in ourselves. When was the 
ibody of Christ offered? ns. “ 1800 years age,” on 
| Calvary! Who composed the body of Christ? Paul 
| says, “ Be it known unto you, that Christ is the 
Head of every man,---we are the members of his 
body, of his flesh, and of his bones,”---and Christ 
said, * Aod 1, if I be lifted up, will draw all men un- 
to me.” And Paul declares, in this chapter, “ Where 
of, the Holy Ghost also is a witness to us; for after 
that he had said before, This is the covenant that | 
will make with them; After those days, saith the 
Lord, | WILL put MY LAWS into their hearts, 
and in their minds WILL I write them,--- And their 
sins and iniquities willl KEMEMBERNO MORE! 
Put your finger on the condition, if there is a con- 
ditiou,---tell what it is, and call it by name! 

* How long ye simple ones will ye love simplicity, 
jand seorners delight in scoruing, and fools hate 
knowledge ?” 





—=—— 
Objection Answered. 


The Divinity of Christ has been objected to, and 
the declaration, Mark xiii. 32, is brought forward in 
support of that ubjection. “ But of that day and 
hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels which are 
in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father.” This 
clause (neither the Son) is wanting in Matthew and 
Luke, and Ambrose says, it was wanting in some 
Greck copies in his time. It is, therefore, more justi- 
fiable to suppose this is an interpolation, than to 
jsuppose Christ ignerant of the happening of an 
jevent, which was predicted by Daniel, who fixed the 
ivery year, 500 years before it happened. A con- 
‘trary supposition would contradict the whole tenor 
}of Serpture, and go to prove the declaration, that 





|“ in Christ dwelt the fulness of the Godhead bodi-' 
ily,” to be false. 


The Scripture declares, that “ The 
testimony of Jesus is the Spirit of prophecy;” con- 
sequently, he knew of the happening of every event 
which he testified of, whether of time, or eternity! 


—~=--- 


say any thing about this matter; and, on the whole, 
We are constrained to declare, that this is the sfran-| Salvable Condition 
gest decomposition we ever heard of. What! Hella - —_ 

menstruum---the earth a cructble---and the image of, This phrase, we believe, is considered by all 
God, IN IT, undergeing a chemical process, and suf- lexicographers, to mean a condition,or state,in which 
fering solution? Inexeresstscy Woxpenrun!!! salvation is possible.’ The Seriptures declare, 
Reader, More wonderful still---for according to our that * all things are possible with God.” Conse- 
correspondent, “there then remained NOTHING ' quently, mankind universally were in a “ salvable 
but the earthly image, which was DUST!” And condition,” before Christ came, and suffered, and 
this dust, according to our correspondent, was with- | died! Therefore, if Christ's obedience, sufferings and 
out form, and void! “ And this dust returned unto | death, did not save men, he come in vain; for if it 
the efernal voides of utter darkness "> DREAD-| had been impossible to save men, he would not have 
FUL! DREADFUL! © In like manner, has Christ! attempted it ; and if it was possible for him to save 


died, and laid down his life in every man under! them, they were ina “ salvable condition” before 


ERRIBLE! TERRI- 


heaven.”---TERRIBLE ! 
BLE! 

We sincerely doubt, whether our correspondent 
made use of his reason when he wrote his commu- 


he came; and his coming, made that which was 
possible, certain ! 
Note. If any other conclusions can be deduced 








' 





Singular Evasion of the Truth. 


Dr. Clark, in his remarks, relative to Judas, ac- 
knowledges it to be a matter of great difficulty, ang 
confesses that he has his doubts, &c.; and only 
thinks that certain ways of explaining the passage 
appears plausible. This is as far as the Docto 
could get. He, however, concludes his remarks. 
with the following opinion of Dr. Lightfoot,— who 
believed, “That the devil caught him up into the air, 
strangled him, and threw him down on the ground 
with violence, so that his body was burst, and hic 
guts shed out.” 

Quere How strong must that man’s prejudices 
be, who would receive this ridiculous opinion, and 
prefer it to the truth ? 

ok Tl 
Extract froma letter written by Joun Carvin t; 
1561, to the Marquis Paet, high Chamberla;; 

to the Kine of Navarre. 

“ Honour, glory, and riches, shall be the reward 
of your paius, but, above all, do not fail to rid the 
country of those scoundrels who stir up the peop! 
to revolt agaimst us. Such monsters should be ex 
terminated, as I have exterminated Michael Serve. 
tus the Spaniard.” 

Quere. How was Servetus exterminated? Ans 
He was burned at the stake!!! Calvinists,--- Loot 
at your prototype ! 

—~— 
Remarks on Matturw, r. 21 3. 


** And she shall bring forth a Son, and thou shal: 
call his name JESUS; for he SHALL save his 
people from their sins. (Now al! this was done, 
that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of 
the Lord by the prophet, saying, Behold, a vir- 
gin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a 
Son, and they shall call his name IMMANUEL, 
which, bein, interpreted, is, God with us.’ ) 
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The advocates for conditional salvation, are re- 
quested to examine this passage, and point out the 
condition ; for if there is a conditionst ean be point- 
ed out. The mission of Jesus is plainly stated,— 
he came to save his people,—and it is declared, em- 
phatically, “SHALL save his people from their 
sins ” is salvation, is the salvation of God ; for it 
is added, his name “ Immanuel, is, God with us.” 
We, therefore, appeal to the conscience and reason 
of the reader, whether it is possible for this declara- 
tion to be truth, provided it is conditional with his 
people to be saved, and the condition is any exer- 
cise on their part, whether bodily, or mental, which 
they may, or can neglect, and in consequence, neve; 
be saved? You must answer, no! Who are his peo- 
ple ? dns. The * Heathen are his inheritance, and 
the uttermost parts of the earth is his possession. 
The earth is the Lord’s and the fulness thereof! 
Know ye that the Lord,he is God; he hath made us, 
and not we ourselves; we are his people, and the 
sheep of his pasture. Enter into his gates with 
thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be 
thankful unto him, and bless hisname (Why bless 
his name, and be thankful? ans.) For the Lord is 
good; his merey is everlasting ; and his uth en- 
dureth to all generations.” 

-—<— 
To Correspondents. 

A.B Is received, and will be published in our next 

Ail communications forwarded the Editor per mail, to 
be published in this paper. must be post paid” Cry 
correspondents are informed,that a letter box is placed at 
the entrance of the office of the Gospel Herald, 93 Golu 
Street, for the reception of their communications. 

—— 
NOTICES. 

Persons wishing to subscribe for this paper, are re- 
spectfuliy requested to call at No 454 Pearl Street, 
where a subscription is open. and where they ean ob- 
tain the Numbers from the first 

Those persons who reside at, or in the vicinity of 
Norwalk, Conn, who wish to become subseribers to tbis 
paper. are informed, that Mr Noab S_ Bailey. of Nor- 
walk, will receive subscriptions, and supply them with 
the Nombers from the commencement &e 








nication. And nothing can be further from us, than 


— the aves premises, we should be very glad to 
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